
Holy communion 

Hymns 

521 Once in royal David’s city 
745 While shepherds watched 
266 Hark the herald angels sing 
479 O come all ye faithful 
 

Collect 
Almighty God, 
as we prepare with joy 
to celebrate the gift of the Christ-child, 
embrace the earth with your glory 
and be for us a living hope 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
Christmas Eve reading – Chris 
John 1: 1-5, 9-14 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
with God in the beginning. Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made. In him was life, and 
that life was the light of all mankind. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God whose name 
was John. He came as a witness to 
testify concerning that light, so that through 
him all might believe. He himself was not the 
light; he came only as a witness to the light. 
The true light that gives light to everyone was 
coming into the world.  He was in the world, 
and though the world was made through 
him, the world did not recognize him. He 
came to that which was his own, but his own 
did not receive him. Yet to all who did receive 
him, to those who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God - 
children born not of natural descent, nor of 

human decision or a husband’s will, but born 
of God. 
The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who 
came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
Psalm 89. 2, 19 - 27 

2 I declare that your steadfast love is 
established for ever; 
19 Then you spoke in a vision to your faithful 
one, and said: 
    ‘I have set the crown[e] on one who is mighty, 
    I have exalted one chosen from the people. 
20 I have found my servant David; 
    with my holy oil I have anointed him; 
21 my hand shall always remain with him; 
    my arm also shall strengthen him. 
22 The enemy shall not outwit him, 
    the wicked shall not humble him. 
23 I will crush his foes before him 
    and strike down those who hate him. 
24 My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be 
with him; 
    and in my name his horn shall be exalted. 
25 I will set his hand on the sea 
    and his right hand on the rivers. 
26 He shall cry to me, “You are my Father, 
    my God, and the Rock of my salvation!” 
27 I will make him the firstborn, 
    the highest of the kings of the earth. 
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