
Service of the Word 

Hymns 

480 O come, O come, Emmanuel 
634 The Angel Gabriel from heaven came 
326 In the bleak mid-winter 
  36 Angels from the realms of glory 
 

Collect 
God our redeemer, 
who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of your Son: 
grant that, as she looked for his coming as 
our saviour, 
so we may be ready to greet him 
when he comes again as our judge; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
Old Testament reading - Allison 
Isaiah 7. 10 – 16 
Again, the Lord spoke to Ahaz, “Ask 
the Lord your God for a sign, whether in the 
deepest depths or in the highest heights.” 
But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put 
the Lord to the test.” 
Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of 
David! Is it not enough to try the patience of 
humans? Will you try the patience of my 
God also? Therefore, the Lord himself will give 
you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. He 
will be eating curds and honey when he 
knows enough to reject the wrong and choose 
the right, for before the boy knows enough to 
reject the wrong and choose the right, the 
land of the two kings you dread will be laid 
waste.  
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
Prophecy of Isaiah 
1959,  
Jan Henryk Rosen, 1891-1982 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception, Washington,DC 
 
Psalm 80. 1 - 8 

1 Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, 
    you who lead Joseph like a flock. 
You who sit enthroned between the 
cherubim, 
    shine forth 2 before Ephraim, Benjamin and 
Manasseh. 
Awaken your might; 
    come and save us. 
3 Restore us, O God; 
    make your face shine on us, 
    that we may be saved. 
4 How long, Lord God Almighty, 
    will your anger smoulder 
    against the prayers of your people? 
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
    you have made them drink tears by the 
bowlful. 
6 You have made us an object of derision to 
our neighbours, 
    and our enemies mock us. 
7 Restore us, God Almighty; 
    make your face shine on us, 
    that we may be saved. 
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8 You transplanted a vine from Egypt; 
    you drove out the nations and planted it. 
 
New Testament Reading – Julie H 
Romans 1. 1 - 7 
Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an 
apostle and set apart for the gospel of God - 
the gospel he promised beforehand through 
his prophets in the Holy Scriptures regarding 
his Son, who as to his earthly life was a 
descendant of David, and who through the 
Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God 
in power by his resurrection from the 
dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. Through him we 
received grace and apostleship to call all the 
Gentiles to the obedience that comes 
from faith for his name’s sake. And you also are 
among those Gentiles who are called to belong 
to Jesus Christ. 
To all in Rome who are loved by God and called 
to be his holy people: 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel reading - Chris 
Matthew 1. 18 - end 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came 
about: His mother Mary was pledged to be 
married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be pregnant 
through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her 
husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not 
want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 
But after he had considered this, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will 
give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had 
said through the prophet: “The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and they will 
call him Immanuel” (which means “God with 
us”). 
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary 
home as his wife. But he did not consummate 
their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And 
he gave him the name Jesus. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Immanuel -- Behold a Virgin Shall Conceive... 
1952, Joseph Nuttgens 
St Etheldreda’s Church 
London 

The Angel 
Visiting 
Joseph in a 
Dream  
 
From The 
Yorck 
Project. 
 
1628-1645 
 

 

Georges du Mesnil de La Tour, 1593-1652 
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