
Service of the Word 

Hymns 

  06 All creatures of our God and King 
319 In Christ there is no east or west 
225 God of Grace and God of glory 
  69 Be thou my guardian and my guide 
 

Collect 
Let your merciful ears, O Lord, 
be open to the prayers of your humble 
servants; 
and that they may obtain their petitions 
make them to ask such things as shall please 
you; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
 
Old Testament reading –  
Genesis 1. 26 - 31 
Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our 
image, according to our likeness; and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the wild animals of the earth, and 
over every creeping thing that creeps upon 
the earth.’ 

    So, God created humankind in his image, 
    in the image of God he created them; 
    male and female he created them. 

God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of 
the sea and over the birds of the air and over 
every living thing that moves upon the 
earth.’ God said, ‘See, I have given you every 
plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all 

the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; 
you shall have them for food. And to every 
beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, 
and to everything that creeps on the earth, 
everything that has the breath of life, I have 
given every green plant for food.’ And it was 
so. God saw everything that he had made, and 
indeed, it was very good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
Paradise 
Jan Bruegel, 1568-1625 
Gemäldegalerie (Berlin, Germany) 
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Psalm 8 – Coralie 
 
Divine Majesty and Human Dignity 
 
1 O Lord, our Sovereign, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens. 
2     Out of the mouths of babes and infants 
you have founded a bulwark because of your 
foes, 
    to silence the enemy and the avenger. 
3 When I look at your heavens, the work of 
your fingers, 
    the moon and the stars that you have 
established; 
4 what are human beings that you are mindful 
of them, 
    mortals that you care for them? 
5 Yet you have made them a little lower than 
God, 
    and crowned them with glory and honour. 
6 You have given them dominion over the 
works of your hands; 
    you have put all things under their feet, 
7 all sheep and oxen, 
    and also the beasts of the field, 
8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, 
    whatever passes along the paths of the 
seas. 
9 O Lord, our Sovereign, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 
 
Gospel reading – Stuart 
Matthew 21. 12 - 17 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out 
all who were selling and buying in the temple, 
and he overturned the tables of the money-
changers and the seats of those who sold 
doves. He said to them, ‘It is written, 

  “My house shall be called a house of prayer”; 
    but you are making it a den of robbers.’ 

The blind and the lame came to him in the 
temple, and he cured them. But when the chief 
priests and the scribes saw the amazing things 
that he did, and heard the children crying out 
in the temple, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David’, 
they became angry and said to him, ‘Do you 
hear what these are saying?’ Jesus said to them, 
‘Yes; have you never read, 

“Out of the mouths of infants and nursing    
babies 
    you have prepared praise for yourself”?’ 

He left them, went out of the city to Bethany, 
and spent the night there. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
 
Christ expelling the money changers in the 
temple 
Greco, 1541-1614 
National Gallery, London 
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